Northwest Grads 
March On 


By Lacie NetsON 


A. 6:45am, come rain or shine [or snow], one a= 


on the field, powering through early morning 
rehearsal. Despite this, many of these same kids are 
willing to continue their passion, and join marching 
band at the collegiate level. 

“| love marching band at the college level! 
Everyone seems super close and the activities we 
do together really feel like a close family,” said 
alumnus Reiley Hillman. 

Hillman is a freshman at UNK and a former 
Northwest color guard captain. She believes that 
Northwest was a positive environment that helped 
her grow her love for music. 

"| definitely feel high school marching band 
helped me continue my love for band into college. 
There are a lot of great people here from Northwest, 
and it’s great to see that they love band as much as 
| do and stuck with it,” said Hillman. 


Jenni Clement pla} 
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Boat Crew Pokémon Students Rininees 
Leaders Go Work At 
j The state of 
The Northwest State Fair Nebraska does 
football team This summer Students alittle "spring 


volunteer their 

time working at 

the Nebraska 
State Fair. 


Pokémon Go 
was released to 
the public. Gotta 

catch ‘em all! 


elects seniors 
as "Boat Crew 
Leaders” for the 
2016 season. 


cleaning" to the 
standardized 
testing procedure 
in April. 
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Gettin testy bout 
homework 


By Lact NASON 


“Tika clock strikes midnight, but there is no 
Ez glass slipper in this fairy tale. No 

pumpkins turning to coaches, or fairy 
.— godmothers granting your wishes. The 
only magic happening is an AP calc 
book and a double shot espresso. 

Sadly, this situation is not too unfamiliar to 
students in the halls of Northwest and AP calc 
classes around the country. How much homework 
is too much? Is homework even necessary? 

One argument used fairly frequently is that 
“advanced” students should be able to handle the 
amount given simply because they are advanced. 
Many of these “advanced” students are in more 
than one advanced, AP, or college class, as well as 
being heavily involved among their schools and 
communities. So ifitis appropriate to assign an hour 
of homework, or even 30 minutes, in one advanced 
class, then it could be the same in all of them. 
Suddenly, one teacher's 45 minute assignment 
turns into three hours worth of homework. And 
this is before students have a three hour practice 
or rehearsal. Now, said students are supposed 
to devote six hours to school. If students are to 
receive eight hours of sleep to remain healthy, how 
much time is left over for family, eating, bathing, 
etc.? 

Other than the obvious issue with the amount 
of homework, there’s still the ancient debate about 
the actual necessity of it. Is homework actually 
counterproductive? 

Oftentimes, it happens that students who 
understand the material taught, have no need to 


do the homework, but do it anyway. The students 
who don't understand the material taught, can't do 
it because they don’t understand it. So they don't. 
Therefore, the only people doing the homework 
are the people who don't need to. 

Admittedly, there are times when even those 
who understand the material need repetition. 
However, the answer does not have to be assigning 
homework to the whole class. Teachers could make 
optional assignments for those who feel they need 
to do the work, and the rest of the class would 
not have grades that suffer because they didn’t 
complete an unnecessary assignment over material 
they already understood. Then, help is available to 
the students that need it, and the result on the test 
will reflect their hard work. 

Because, truly, the results on the tests should 
be the only things that matter. The student's 
understanding of the material is the most 
important part, not how many hours of work were 
put in beforehand, necessary or not. So if the 
student did well on the test, they were able to 
grasp the material, and shouldn't have a suffering 
grade based on homework that may have been 
completely unnecessary. 
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State fair food 
vendors serve 
uo work for 


students 


Northwest students have 
deep fried fun working at 
the State Fair 


By CELESTE THOMPSON 


Reality 101 


The state fair lasts eleven days 
and gives northwest students 
the opportunity to volunteer and 
make money. There weren't very 
many students who did volunteer 
or got a job at the state fair 
this year, but the students who 
did work at the state fair were 
benefited. 

For one worker, there were 
many benefits. 

“Benefits for me were that | got 
to get involved in the community 
and meet new people. | also got 
volunteer hours for school,” said 
senior Cassandra Pokorney. 

Senior Morgan Crow worked 
at Outlaw Fries because she 
responded to an ad that the 
business had placed in the 
newspaper. Like Pokorney, she 
received many benefits as well. 

"The best benefit is getting 
in for free when you would have 
to work or having a free meal or 
slushy," Crow said. 

Pokorney volunteered at the 
United Way ice cream parlor. 

"| worked there because 
they needed volunteers and it's 
a good way to get involved,” 


Pokorney said. 

Many nice people volunteer 
and help out during the State Fair. 

“My favorite part was that 
the other volunteers that were 
working were all really nice 
people.” Pokorney said. 

Although it was fun, there were 
downsides for while working at 
the ice cream parlor. 

“My least favorite part about 
working there was just that the 
parlor would get swamped at 
times, but that just made the time 
fly," said Pokorney. 

For Crow, her least favorite part 
involved a little accident. 

“l fell in the grease/dirty water/ 
drain hole on the side of our 
truck. | was cleaning windows 
and stepped back and my right 
foot just fit perfectly in the hole 
and | gota big scratch and a huge 
bruise on the back of my thigh 
and | scraped up knee. | literally 
couldn't feel my leg that whole 
night,” Crow said. 

According to Crow, paying 
eight dollars for a platter at 
Outlaw Fries is definitely worth it. 

“| enjoy seeing the smiles and 


shock on their faces when they 
get our platters. You definitely 
get what you pay for,” Crow said. 

There are a lot of opportunities 
at the state fair for students to 
receive multiple community 
service hours. 


Cassie Pokorney scoops up community 
service hours at the United Way Ice 
Cream Parlor 


Pxoro sy Lacie NELSON 


offers new opportunities to students 


VOWS ONDIA 


Last year, with student input and ideas 
from the ReVision grant committee, a new 
class named Reality 101 was proposed. With 
a lot of student interest, the class came to be. 
The class teaches students about life after 
graduation, living on their own, and how to 
keep themselves financially stable. 

“| love that we get the chance to share real 
life skills and situations with our students | 
also love that they are a small group so we 
really get that one on one connection,” digital 
media teacher Colleen Childers said. 


are gaining valuable information from their 
experience. The students notice how different 
it is from other classes that they take. 

“It helps me learn about future preparations 
that I don’t learn in other classes,” senior 
Brianna Vavra said. 

There are 5 different Reality 101 classes 
that teach you multiple things you need to 
know about the real world for example: how 
to buy a car, how to fill out an application, 
how to cook, and ect. Every month students 
switch teachers so they can learn a new topic 


By DAMARIS TORRES 


It's optional for seniors to choose Reality 
101 for a class. Class sizes were kept to low 
numbers, and students response has been 


positive so far. 


“| like Reality 101 because I'm learning 
skills that are going to help me in the future 
and it’s nice because we don’t do that much 
homework,” senior Kaylee Gibson said. 

The Reality 101 students feel like they 


employment applications. 


Senior Trey Randall fills out applications in Reality 101. , he's = e y 
In one rotation, students learn how to fill out college and class and think this course will benefit them in 


their near future. 


PHoTo BY CHAZzZ RALSTON 


about their future. 

“Reality 101 is a great class. It teaches you a 
lot like: how to cook, sew things, and informs 
students about colleges. It’s a fun class and 
also because my class is a debatable group,” 
senior Taylor Smith said. 

Overall, the students seem to enjoy the 
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Northwest alumni 
continue 
marching at the 
collegiate level 


Northwest creates positive 
environment that encourages and 
feeds students’ passions for music 


However, Hillman is not the only one who 
believes that Northwest's marching band 
was a positive contributor towards her music 
experience. Bethany Freeling, former Drum 
Major, also attends UNK and loves college 
marching band--believing much of that has to 
do with her experience at Northwest. 

“| absolutely love [college marching band]! 
| love that | get to continue my passion for 
music, have a second family within the band, 
and hold leadership positions despite the fact 
that I'm not a music 
major. Everyone 
is there for their 
love of music 
and performing, 
so we share this 
special bond that 
makes the whole 
marching band 
experience loads of fun. | definitely think 
that Northwest's band was a contributor. At 
Northwest, | was challenged enough to grow 
in my abilities as a musician as well as a person 


“After being in band at Northwest, 
I knew that music was not 
something that I wanted to give up x, 

when I went off to college.” 


and leader. Being in band in high school 
made my passion for music grow because 
of all of the opportunities | was provided 
through numerous ensembles. It also made a 
huge difference that | had a director like Mr. 
Pfanstiel who cares immensely for not only 
what he does, but also his students and their 
success. After being in band at Northwest, | 
knew that music was not something that | 
wanted to give up when | went off to college,” 
Freeling said. 
Marching band director Shawn Pfanstiel 
also believes there are several reasons 
why so many Northwest students pursue 
marching band after high school-- 
regardless of their major. 

“| think the level of experience they 
were able to have at Northwest and the 
friendships that they gained and so 
forth are so valuable to them that they 
want to continue, and crave, that 
at the college level. 
Whether or not 
they major in music, 
[band] is something 
that’s always been 
a part of them, and 
they're not quite ready 
to give that up,” Pfanstiel 
said. 

However, there are some 
differences between college 
marching band and high 
school marching band for 
former Hospitality Chair and 
current Midland student, Jenni 
Clement. 

"We don’t have drill [field 
formations], we learn new songs 
every week, and the songs are less 
complicated than high school--we 
basically just do pep band songs. 
We only march onto and off the field. 
Also, we don't do parade or compete. 
[But,] | do enjoy 
it; I'm having a 
lot of fun, and 
I'm really glad 
that | chose to do 
Definitely join 
band when you're 
in college; it's a 
lot of fun. It might 
be different than high school, but it’s 
definitely worth it,’ Clement said. 

Jayden Falldorf, currently a music major 
participating in the UNL marching band, 


also agrees that there are some differences 
between high school and college marching 
band. However, for him, band is a much more 
rigorous experience that moves much more 
quickly. 

“The purpose of college marching band 
is to entertain large crowds rather than win 
a competition. For this reason, UNL does a 
new marching show for every football game- 
-so we move a lot faster than we did in high 
school. The band is a very high-caliber 
group, and people are aware of it. At 
UNL, band is cool, which isn’t always 
the case in high school. And, everyone 
is nice and knows how to have a good 
time,” Falldorf said. 

However, Freeling notes there are 
also plenty of similarities; and she 
encourages all students to continue 

with their passions. 

“Band at UNK is actually very similar 
to band at Northwest! We emphasize 
the fact that we are like a family. 
My We take pride in our image 
and hold ourselves to high 
expectations, and we are 
always working to be the 
best we can be. [We] work 
to create an incredibly fun 
environment, but also one 
where we work hard and 
accomplish a lot. When 


you find something 
you're passionate about, 
= | don’t give up on it 
Be | because you're scared 
of change! Continuing 


something | love when | 

made the transition from high 
school to college was one of the 
best decisions | have ever made, 
and | have made life-long friends 
and opened so many doors for 
myself because of it,” Freeling said. 

Falldorf also agrees that seniors 
should continue their passions into 
college--especially band kids. 

“Follow your passions to the end 
of the earth. | know it's a cliché, but if 
you work hard at what you love, you 
won't believe where it takes you,” 
Falldorf said. 


Bethany Freeling marches as a part 
of the UNK marching band 
PHOTO COURTESY OF BETHANY FREELING 


Football explores new waters with boat crews 


By Brennen HOUNG 


ee the summer, football coach Kevin 
Stein implemented a new system into his 
team’s summer weights program. He stayed 
with his previous theme of “Row the Boat” 
but added a new variation to it. He included 
anew leadership program by electing players 
as “Boat Crew Leaders.” The Boat Crew 
Leaders include Tanner Lierman, Mitchell 
Canfield, Dalton Wicht, Wyatt Eriksen, Chevy 
Stout, Matthew Fredricks, Jon Frerichs, and 
Coleman Cooper. These eight seniors were 
appointed by coaches and former players 
through a series of tests. Those tests consisted 
of an essay and a formal interview. After the 
Boat Crew Leaders were selected, they helda 
draft with all the football players to pick their 
members. 

Stein came up with this whole idea while 
reading a book. 

“| read a book called Turn the Ship Around. 
It talked about leadership and mental 
management. The book was based on a Navy 
submarine and the crews within it,” Stein said. 

The Boat Crew Leaders had to do various 
tasks during the summer, most of which dealt 
with leadership in one way or another. 


“We've had countless meetings with both 
Coach Stein and with any players that have 
concerns with anything. We're basically the 
student assistant coaches. We chose our own 
shirt colors, designs, came up with practice 
strategies, and created ways we wanted to 
run our crews. Some are more effective than 
others, and we bounce ideas off of each other 


Canfield and 
sophomore Mitchell Vitera run a condtioning drill during 
the summer. 


Boat Crew Leader senior Mitchell 


Pxoro Courtesy OF KEVIN STEIN 


all the time. It's honestly a pretty sweet gig,” 
Cooper said. 

Being a Boat Crew Leader had its challenges 

but they have accepted the fact that it is a big 
job. 
' “Being a crew leader is a big responsibility 
that involves being in charge of a group of 
football players. We are in charge of making 
sure our guys always know what to do, but 
more importantly that they work hard doing 
it,” Fredricks said. 

Trying something new always has its 
difficulties but according to Stein, things have 
gone smoothly for the most part. 

“During the summer, it went well because 
they took ownership and they did a good job 
communicating with their crew,” Stein said. 

The Boat Crew Leaders agreed with Stein 
on how this system has worked so far. 

“| think it was successful because it 
brought the team closer together, but gave a 
competitive edge in the summer. It made the 
team work harder and gave the leaders more 
responsibility,” Frerichs said. 

As for the actual season, the Boat Crew 
Leader's job is not over. 

“They still stay in personal contact with 
their crew members. They are mostly a 
communicator with players to coach," Stein 
said. 


Northwest 
athletics team up 
with Under Armour 


By Brtnoe HONG 


Te year, Northwest Athletics signed a 
new deal with Under Armour. Northwest now 
gets their uniforms and merchandise from 
Misko Sports, an athletic equipment dealer 
located in Nebraska. 

Athletic Director Michael Sorenson thought 
of the new sponsorship and he made it a 
reality. 


“| was contacted by a few vendors about this 
new sponsorship. The athletic program was in 
need of new uniforms, especially football and 
basketball, and we got a very good discount 
on them. | decided to go through with it 
and we went through Misko Sports for our 
sponsorship,” Sorenson said. 

Under Armour, a growing athletic equipment 
maker, was an easy decision for Northwest 
according to Sorenson. 

“When | talked to the Under Armour 
representative about the merchandise, he 
said that we would have our order within five 
weeks. The other companies might have had 
it backordered or not have it at all. Under 
Armour was much more upfront with us,” 
Sorenson said. 

The new sponsorship came at the perfect 
time. Northwest's uniforms were in need of 
replacement, as Sorenson said. 

“In our case, it was more of a need than 
a want. It was time to get rid of our current 


uniforms. Both basketball teams are getting 
new uniforms this year as well as softball. 
Football is getting new uniforms next year. 
With everything going through Under 
Armour, everything is more affordable,” 
Sorenson said. 

Since Under Armour is the new sponsor, 
they have given many benefits to Northwest. 

“Besides the discount, the nice thing is 
that everything is done online. Misko sets up 
online stores with each sport so players and 
fans can order equipment and merchandise. It 
gives Northwest a way to get quality product 
out to our fans,” Sorenson said. 

There hasn't been too many problems with 
this switch of sponsorship, but one issue has 
arose. 

“So far, | like what! see. They have been great 
to work with. The quality and the affordability 
has also been great. The only problem I've 
seen is people not picking up their online 
orders," Sorenson said. 
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Fried food, fast rides 
and quiz bowl questions 


By Lace Nason 


flit year's state fair held 
a quiz bowl tournament for 
about 20 schools across the 
state of Nebraska. Quiz Bowl is 
a competition for students from 
different schools in teams of 
three to six to win by competing 
head-to-head and correctly 
answering questions in various 
subjects to accumulate the 
most points. Teams compete 
two-at-a-time in this “battle of 
trivia.” 

"Think of quiz bowl almost 
like a game show. Someone 


reads off a question, and it’s up 
to you to answer as quickly as 
possible. If you answer wrong, 
the other team has a chance to 
answer again. If you answered 
right, your team gets a bonus 


question. Each question is 
worth a specific amount of 
points. If you win, you go up 
against another team that 
won their round. If you lost, 
you're either done competing 
or you go up against another 
losing team,” junior Deanna 
Montafez-Mendoza said. 

The Northwest Quiz Bowl 
team has six members: 
Arthan Bhatt, Caleb Jacobsen, 
Nicholas Kozisek, Abby Miller, 
Deanna Montajfiez-Mendoza, 
and Nene Pakamol. They are 
coached by George Mohr, and 
they practice Tuesdays during 
advisement. However, they 


have not practiced since last 
year, and left the State Fair with 
some mixed feelings. 

“The quiz bowl competition 
at the state fair wasn’t our best. 
| think we were too hesitant 
to answer, so | feel that more 
confidence in our knowledge 
would've have helped us a lot. 
[However,] | think we had fun. 
At first we were nervous, but by 
the end of it, we were doing our 
best and enjoying working as a 
team. | think from here on we 
know what we need to work on, 
and | think we have a successful 
year ahead of us,” Montafez 
said. 

Even though it may have been 
a rough morning, members 
still had fun, and the team still 
believes that there are good 
things to come in the future. 

“This was a good start to the 
season, and | believe that we 
will continue to do well at the 
rest of the competitions leading 
up to our main competition in 
Kearney where we will have 
a good opportunity to win,” 
senior Arthan Bhatt said. 

All in all, Quiz Bowl is a great 
opportunity and fun experience 
for students. 

"Quiz Bowl is very beneficial 
to students. It allows you to 
work with and trust the people 
on your team to take risks, and 
encourages you to learn about 
everything, since questions can 
be from a variety of subjects. 
It also allows you to feel more 
confident about the things you 
know," Montanez said. 


en sO 


Jennifer Verba said. 

This is the 4th year that the race 
has been at the state fair. On August 
27th, people competed in the 
Nebraska state fair marathon. All 
ages were welcome from children to 
adolescents. The options that were 
available were the Marathon, Half 
Marathon, Relay Marathon, 5K, and 
the one mile Kids Run. Due to the flat 
nature of the course, runners from 
everywhere came just to participate. 

For some, the race was nerve- 
wracking, but for others, it was a 
simple Saturday morning run. 

"At the beginning | couldn't believe 
| wasn't nervous. | remember in high 
school being so nervous | could puke 
at track meets. That day | felt like any 
other day that | went for a run,” Verba 
said. 

In the end, everybody that ran is 
happy with what they did. 


"The first thing | did was get some 
water and orange slices. | talked to 
the Northwest staff and students that 
were at the finish line and then | was 
ready to go home, shower, and take a 
much needed nap,” Verba said. 


By CHAZZ RAISION 


Eee the fastest, flattest 
course in the country. The marathon 
course begins at the Nebraska State 
Fairand takes runners along tree-lined 
streets, the Hike & Bike Trail, around 
Stuhr Museum, and ends back on the 
State Fairgrounds. Runners must even 
wear their official race bib numbers 
corresponding to their position on 
the team. 

At the beginning, the race was 
smooth and simple for runners. 

"| felt really good the first 18 miles 
because | chatted with fellow runners 
and had distractions of people | knew 
along the course," science teacher 


Science teacher Jen Verba runs across the 
finish line at the State Fair Marathon. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF BETH KAVAN 
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at State Fair Marathon 


SENS 


By DAmaris Torres 


Ne marching band 
took to the streets for the first time 
this year at the Nebraska State Fair 
on August 27. Band director Shawn 
Pfanstiel was very pleased by the 
band performance, especially with 
the new freshman band members. 

“Freshman seemed to handle our 
first performance off campus well, 
and | think they enjoyed performing 
with the band. A unique aspect of 
band is that everyone is first-string 
in band, there are no ‘reserves’ 
or ‘scrubs.’ Thus, everyone's 
contribution is vitally significant to 
our performance,” Pfanstiel said. 

Even the band members were 


ecstatic about the performance, 
and are also looking forward to 
playing again next year. 

“Even though we were hot and 
we were exhausted that day, our 
Northwest spirit kept us going, and 
| believe that the band members 
and | did good,” sophomore 
Creighton Lehn said. 

However, there were some 
differences this year for members 
in their first year of leadership team. 

“It was a different experience 
being the leaders of the band. | was 
so used to being in the shadow of 
the upperclassmen. Overall, | feel 
that we did a pretty good job, even 
though most of our lips were worn 
out by the end of it,’ senior Andy 
Ortega said. 

Of course, to have a good 
performance, the band members 
need a lot of practice, hard work, 
and dedication. The band members 


believe they did exactly that. 

“A few weeks before school we 
had band camp, and we worked 
from 8am to 4pm. Every morning, 
we come to school at 6:45 and 
practice until 1st period. It can be 
hard at times, but it’s all worth it 
because it's fun at competition,” 
sophomore Kaitlin Berggren said. 

No matter the weather, band 
members will be there, putting in 
their hard work. 

“Sometimes in the morning it 
was either hot, cold, rainy, or foggy. 
But, we stuck through it, and we 
worked hard to get to perfection,” 
sophomore Julian Ruvalcaba said. 

The band performs at the State 
Fair every year in order to show 
off all of this hard work, along with 
various other parades. There will be 
an upcoming event on October 1st, 
where the band will be performing 
at Harvest of Harmony. 
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New Teachers Arive at Northwest 


By Efry WiDDFELD AND Keystal O'BReNn 


Piece science and biology teacher Benjamin 
Gehring is a colorful addition to the science wing 
of Northwest. In his second year of teaching, 
Gehring is not only new to Northwest, but 
new to teaching in general. Before, he taught 
at a much smaller school in Ansley, where his 
biggest class consisted of only 12 students. 
Teaching at Northwest has been a “big, big, 
difference,” but the transition has been eased 
by supportive staff and good students. Mr. 
Gehring describes being a faculty member at 
Northwest as “like being a part of a big family.” 


8 


—— teacher Mark Freeling 

comes to Northwest in his seventeenth year 
of teaching--his most recent position at 
Wood River. Mr. Freeling states his favorite 
part about teaching biology is helping 
people learn more about nature, and his 
favorite part about teaching at Northwest is 
that he’s not the only one teaching science. 


Ens ish teacher and speech 
coach Brian Mohr comes to Northwest as 
a second-generation faculty member after 
teaching at two smaller schools--O’Neill High 
School for six years, and Grand Island Central 
Catholic for five years. Northwest is more than 
twice the size of O’Neill and Central Catholic, 
but the staff and students together have been 
very welcoming. The transition is further 
eased by Northwest's emphasis on classroom 
achievement and being good citizens, which 
Mr. Mohr says is his favorite part about teaching 
at Northwest. 


Crip Bahe has been teaching for an 
impressive 23 years. He comes to Northwest 
from Hastings College where he was the 
assistant men’s basketball coach. Before that, 
he was teaching at the Millard North public 
schools. At Northwest, Bahe is a business 
teacher and the head coach for the boy’s 
basketball team. He says his favorite things 
about Northwest are the people he’s met and 
the good energy they produce. 


Gang the Special Education 
department, Cami Bergman is from Syracuse, 
Nebraska, a small town in the southeast of 
Nebraska. She taught at Loup City Public 
schools before coming to Northwest to teach 

English, math, and Academic Foundations. 
Bergman's favorite thing about Northwest is 
that it’s like a family. She wants everyone to get 
involved in anything. 
“Just be a part of something,” Bergman said. 


Sasi studies teacher Trevor Menke 

is from Beatrice, Nebraska--a town with a 
population of around 12,500 people. He 
graduated from Beatrice High School in 2010. ‘ 
Before he came to Northwest, Menke was a 
student teacher at Lincoln High. One major 
difference was the diversity at Lincoln High. 
Many of the classes he was in had a variety of 
different cultures and races in them. It was an 
amazing experience and he said he wouldn't 
trade it for anything in the world. 

“Northwest is a great culture for both 
students and staff. The staff is all supportive 
of each other and the students are very involved in 
school activities,” Menke said. 


ACT replaces NeSA for state assessments 


By KeystaL OBREN 


Evy though the NESA has been around 
for many years, the ACT will be replacing it. 
By Spring 2017, all 11th-grade students will 
be taking the ACT. The ACT tests students 
in reading, writing, English, language arts, 
mathematics, and science. 

While some students are upset about these 
changes, others are satisfied with the new 
requirement. 

“I've never taken it before or worried much 
about it to begin with. | am pleased, however, 
that I'll be able to take more ACTs--that way | 
can work on getting a good score. | feel like this 
will benefit students by having them take tests 
that actually have an impact on their futures,” 


junior Deanna Montanez-Mendoza said. 

The NeSA test takes three days to complete 
and finish. However, the ACT only takes three 
and a half hours. 88% of high school students 
in Nebraska already take the ACT, which is 
one of the highest percentages in the nation. 

Even with the new changes, some students 
feel they could still use more preparation. 

“| feel that they should take both the NESA 
and the ACT to really prepare themselves. 
| feel that over all it will hurt the students. 
NESA is a way of seeing where you stand. | 
also believe that [the NeSA] will help prepare 
students for bigger tests like the ACT," senior 
Meghan O'Brien said. 

The state NeSA was online for everyone, 
but with the ACT, students only get the choice 
of paper and pencil. 

“Giving the two options of computer or 


paper and pencil for students could be 
a difference in scores, depending if the 
student performs better on one or the other,” 
guidance counselor Andrew Manhart said. 

Taking the ACT will match more of the 
average everyday learning topics for the 
students. This is becoming a rather big 
debate, and many people are wondering if 
it's fair to give the test to kids who don't plan 
on going to college. But, some state that the 
change can still benefit those students. 

“Students may find if they go directly into 
the workforce, their career choice may require 
higher education or additional training 
through college courses. | think it gives 
students an overview of their strengths and 
weaknesses, no matter if they plan on going 
directly to the workforce or into a higher 
education,” Manhart said. 


CAPRICORN 


22 DECEMBER: 20 JANWART 


TAURUS 


20 APRIL - 20 MAT 


VIRGO 
24 ANQULT- 22 SEPTEMDER 


By Céteste THOMPSON 


Octoper Horoscopes 


To define the way the public sees you, you will have to 
monitor what you past on your social’media accounts this 
jonth. You should also rewrite your resumé this month, there} 
are always new trends going en and you should have a 

fresh new looki 


AQUARIVS 
21 JANGART- 19 FEPRUARY 

In the course of everyday life, or at school, you will 

learn something of great importance and might even be 
overwhelmed with the amount of information. Also, you will 
be telling or teaching'semeone! about your beliefs, but you 
may not believe them yourself, causing others to notice and! 

not believe as well 


PISCES 


20 FEBRUARY: 20 MARCH 
Sometimes you fee! obligated to substitute security for 


adventure and fun. This‘will bring youlto a trench that coula| 
be nice and custy, but can be mistaken for boring and not 
lexciting. You are anxious and you ever-analyze people andl 

situations. 


ARIES 
21MARCH: 19 APRIL 
You will form a simple pplan to achieve your goals this 
month. Your work this month could be cleaning up finan- 
cial or budget messes and continuing trying to achieve a 
certain goal. 


You will become more:boldl'and outgoing this month 
than you already are. Exciting new\romances could arrive 
You also might come off as stubborn strongly in a future 


situation, 


QEriNl 
2UMAY-21 JUNE 
You should take time out of your busy schediule to sort 
through any feelings er emotional baggage you have. 
Traveling is in your thoughts lately and you might act on it. 
Try not to make promises you cant keep and watch for 


signs of guilt this month, 


CANCER 
22, ANE: 23 UL 
This month is {going tobe a good month for you. It will 
be full of fun, excitement, and cheérfullhess. This month, you 
will be building a Belfer you and you will focus on making 


yourself a better person. 


LEO 
24 JNLT- 23 AUGUST 
learning new things and traveling to different places 
are necessary this month for a Leo. You will also decide 
if you are qualified for the position you're in or if you are 
qualified, for a better position. 


Do not connect yourself to others this month. If 
you see someone's post about how much fun they're 
having, don't make yourself feel bad about your life 

‘and what you're doing, You seek for comfort this 
month, but you are getting caught in uncomfortable 
circumstances. 


23 SEPTEMPER: 22 OCTOPER 
A crucial part of this month is balancing your 
time you have spent for yourself and for others. You 
have spent:most of\your time’selfishly.and others 
laround you are feeling neglected! There is emphasis 
‘on who you want to be and how you want to be 
seen by others. 


SCORPIO 
23 OCTOBER: 22 NOVEMBER 
Your habits stronaly influence your thinking and you} 
dbo certain things due fo your subconscious thoughts 
For health related issues, rest will benefit you for this 
month of October. 


SAGITTARINS 
23 NOVEMDER-20 DECEMBER 
This month you will be.p for any challenges 
that come your Way. Being apart of a team and 
working as a team is\ttal for you. You will achieve 
Jemotional satisfaction from being apart of something] 
meaningful and bigger than you. 
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The Viking statue outside of the auditorium serves as a Pokéstop, a place where players can replenish items needed to play the game. 


A summer craze began when Niantic 
released Pokémon Go in the United States on 
July 6. This mobile extension of the popular 
anime TV show, video game allowed fans to 
become a Pokémon trainer in reality. 

“Pokémon Go is a new game that you 
can play on your phone that allows you to 
catch Pokémon creatures,” senior Sophia 
Mittelstaedt said. 

When Pokémon Go first came out, trainers 
could be found just about anywhere hunting 
for Pokémon, but now that school has began 
some have stopped playing. 

“| don’t play as much anymore. Nianticneeds 
to up their ante,” senior Ryan Schneckloth 
said. 

Quite a few students see Pokémon Go as 
a passing trend, while some trainers believe 
Pokémon Go is here to stay. 

“| think for true Pokémon fans, if you have 
played or watched the original series, it's a 
bigger deal than for the false Pokémon fans 
out there,” senior Paige Shubert said. 

Even though Pokémon Go is a relatively 
new app, some trainers think that it is already 
in need of an update. 

“Niantic is definitely going about the game 


Pokémon GOes 


mobile 


by KATE SMAUWOOD 


all wrong. They need to add generation two 
already, which is relatively easy, since they 
rip the models straight from the 3DS games. 
Niantic needs to add quests, similar to the 
games and anime, that involve you going 
around town completing various tasks and 
missions,” Schneckloth said. 

There have been stories of players getting 
hurt during their outings with Pokémon Go, 
whether it’s small like walking into a pole or 


PHOTO BY CHAZZ RALSTON 


serious, like car accidents caused by drivers 
playing. However, some trainers think getting 
hurt is a low threat. 

“| think as long as you're not being stupid 
with your phone glued to your face all day, 
you shouldn't get hurt. | haven't gotten hurt,” 
junior Zack Pokorney said. 

Some students working at businesses 
around town said that many work places 
wanted to get in on all of the Pokémon craze. 

“Best Buy wanted in on the Poképalooza, so 
we set up a table full of your essential Pokémon 
needs. Portable chargers, iTunes cards, snacks, 
Mewtwo amiibos, the works. | tried to convince 
my boss to give a discount to all Team Mystic 
players. Unfortunately for me, he was Team 
Valor all the way,” Schneckloth said. 

Though there have been stories of trainers 
being kidnapped or hurt, most Northwest 
players feel safe while playing Pokémon Go. 

“Yeah, | feel pretty safe. If | go out late or 
walking | always go with friends,” Shubert 
said. 

A common piece of advice for anyone 
playing Pokémon Go is to hunt with others. 

“My advice is to always go with friends; it's 
more fun and safer,” senior Emily Broadwell 
said. 


Senior Spotlight sx 


Miranda Eastman 
Activities: Band. 
Plans after High School: Go to 
CCC and then transfer to a university to 
be a dietitian and a personal trainer. 
Advice for underclassmen: 
Enjoy your high school years because, 
before you know it, it is your last time for 
everything. 


Sierra Holliday 
Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, Track, 
NHS, FCA, and FBLA. 

Plans after High School: |'m going 
to Hastings College to play volleyball and 
study Pre-Med. 

Advice For Underclassmen: Get 
involved. | know everyone says that, but 
you really do make a lot of friends and meet 
new people when you are involved. Even if 
you aren't sure, go for it. 


Jaydon Casillas 
Activities: Cross Country, Intramural 
Basketball, indoor soccer, Club soccer, 
Northwest soccer, and flag football. 
Plans after high school: Go to UNO 
and major in Criminal Justice and minor in 
psychology. 

Advice for underclassmen: Always 
try your hardest in school and sport no 
matter what. Some days you may feel like 
you just don’t care, but those are the days 
that bite you in the butt. 
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Lynn Widdifield, ATR-BC, LMHP 


ig? 
ART THERAPY «+ GRIEF SPECIALIST - EMDR 


TREATING ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, ANGER, 
ANDTRAUMATIC LOSS 


All ages. Insurance and Medicade 
Embrace grief and follow your joy! 
1811 W 2nd St., Suite 310, G.I. NE 308-381-0787 


Fall'into.a 
new’ vehicle! 


1708 S. Webb Rd. 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
(308) 382-4662 


Bring in this 


ad for a $10 
Oil Change 


dinsdaleauto.com 
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